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banks of the Indus. But what are emphatically called the
Palmyra regions may be included in a line extending along the
Coromandel coast from Cape Comorin to Madras, including the
northern portion of Ceylon, and from Madras all along, taking
in a considerable belt of the coast between that and Point
Palmyras, and then passing up to Gya on the 85th degree of
E. Long, and nearly 25° of N. Lat. After that the line should be
carried on about due east until it reaches Ava, below which, on
the banks of the Irrawaddy, there are immense groves of this palm.
The Palmyra Palm is found in various parts of the mountain
distinct of Ceylon, including the vicinity of Kandy and of
Badulla at elevations of 1,680 and 2,450 feet, respectively, having
a mean annual temperature of about 74° at the former and
71V at the latter.
Although immense groves are found on the banks of the
Irrawaddy, from the sea coast up to nearly as far as Ava or
Amarapura in Burma, and as far inland as Gya in Bengal, and
in isolated patches all round and through Ceylon, still the most
congenial places for their favourable development will be found
in low sandy plains scarcely elevated above the level of the sea,
aiid where they are exposed to the burning sun, and the force
of at least one of the monsoons. Such are Jaffna, with the
surrounding islands, and other portions of the Northern Province
of Ceylon, the District of Tinnevelly, wivth portions of the Madura
Collectorate, and portions of the Madras and Bombay Presidencies.1
flowers,—In March and April; fruit ripens in April and
May and is matured in July and August.
the palmyra. palm and its guests.—The tree is well
adapted for sheltering animals and hence it is resorted to
by birds at night, and by rats, squirrels, mungooses, monkeys,
etc., during the daytime. When the leaves of a tree are.
undisturbed, the. number of bats occupying it is sometimes
incredibly great-,
A great number of epiphytical plants find support and
nourishment in the axils of the leaves. A very interesting union
is that formed by the Palmyra and several species of Ficus,
The birds which feed upon the fruit of Fig trees " drop the seeds
in the alae <axils) of the leaves, where they grow and extend
1 Ferguson, W., Description of the Palmyra Palm of Ceylon.    Colombo 1888, p.  II.

